
 Lesson Two 

“Understanding and Preparing for Water Baptism" 
Objective:  In this lesson we will explore the meaning and practice of water 
baptism in order to prepare new Believers to participate in this wonderful 
expression of our decision to follow Christ. 

 

I.  What is Water Baptism? 

a. Water Baptism is an explicit                                        (ordinance) that 
Jesus gave to His disciples as they converted new disciples. 

Matt 28:19 NKJV Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit… 

He gave a command that as the disciples sought out and made new disciples, at their 
conversions, they are to be “baptized.”  

Baptize means to submerge or immerse in water. It is the Christian ceremony of the 
new birth, marked by the symbolic use of water.    

John 3:3 NIV "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he 
is born again."… "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

b. Water baptism marks the beginning of the                                   and 
Christian life. 

1 Peter 1:23-25 MSG Your new life is not like your old life. Your old birth came 
from mortal sperm; your new birth comes from God's living Word. Just think: a 
life conceived by God himself! 24 That's why the prophet said, The old life is a 
grass life, its beauty as short-lived as wildflowers; Grass dries up, flowers droop, 
25 God's Word goes on and on forever. This is the Word that conceived the new 
life in you.  (Hebrews 4:12) 

Water baptism does not save us.  We receive water baptism because we are saved.  
Babies are sprinkled with water in some denominations and many believe if they are 



baptized in this manner as an infant that they are automatically granted eternal life with 
Christ. Not so.  After we are old enough to understand our need for salvation and 
choose it through faith and a personal relationship with Jesus, we are baptized as an 
outward expression of what has happened in our hearts.  Although water baptism does 
not “save” you- only God’s grace does through your personal faith in Jesus-it has a 
significant role at the beginning of the Christian life.  

Eph 2:8-9 NKJV For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

II. Why Should I be Baptized? 

When you are baptized, it shows three important things about your Christian 
beginning: 

 1.                                        :  “Since Jesus said so, I will do it.” 

Jesus specifically instructed that His followers be baptized after they had come into a 
saving relationship with Him. This is not merely a suggestion, but rather a command to 
be acted upon. In fact, beginning with the Early Church, the Christian church has 
practiced baptism throughout its history.  
 
Here at EMBASSY CHURCH, we believe that baptism is an act of personal and 
community obedience that sets us on the right path for growth as followers of Christ. 
Baptism indicates that we are serious about developing our relationship with Jesus, and 
following him fully. 
 

Jesus obeyed God the Father, and died on the cross for our sins.  We identify ourselves 
with His obedience to death as we die to our sinful old life of doing our own thing, our 
own way.  This is the first act of obedience to Jesus, our Lord. He is not just our Savior 
from sins.  He becomes the Lord of our new life.  

Lord:  Supreme authority; master. We don’t get saved apart from choosing to obey 
the One Who saved us from our sins.  

 a. Baptism represents His                                           in my life.  

Rom 10:9 NKJV …that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

He has the right to lead our lives.  He leads.  We choose to obey.  

1 Cor 6:19-20 NKJV Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 
For you were bought at a price. 



2.                                      :  “I am a follower of Jesus Christ and a member of 
His body.” 

We identify with Jesus Christ and his people when we are baptized. When you are 
physically baptized, you outwardly express the inward reality that you now died to your 
old life, and are now resurrected to new life in Christ. You identify with Jesus Christ and 
make a public statement that along with his people you are a true follower of His as you 
are baptized in His name. 
 

Rom 6:3 MSG That is what happened in baptism. When we went under the 
water, we left the old country (life) of sin behind; when we came up out of 
the water, we entered into the new country (life) of grace — a new life in a 
new land! That's what baptism into the life of Jesus means. 4 When we are 
lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up 
out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. 5 Each of us is raised into 
a light-filled world by our Father so that we can see where we're going in our new 
grace-sovereign country.  

Repent means to turn around and face God.  It also means to pivot and go the other 
direction. Choosing to follow Jesus and become a doer of His Word rather than a doer 
of your own thoughts, ways and impulses is repentance.  

Acts 2:38 NIV "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. 

a. We not only identify with His death burial and resurrection but we 
become more                         Him as we continue to follow Him through 
learning His Word. 

2 Cor 3:18 MSG All of us! Nothing between us and God, our faces shining with 
the brightness of his face and so we are transfigured much like the Messiah, our 
lives gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives and 
we become like him.  

 3.                                                  :  “I want others to know.” 

a. Not only do we privately acknowledge our belief in Christ, but we go 
public with our faith, and declare the fact that we have decided to become 
followers of Christ.  

 
This public declaration is a very meaningful experience for us as it is a time of 
community celebration and can be a public witness to others who have not yet decided 
to follow Christ.  



Acts 2:40-42 & 46-47 TLB Then Peter preached a long sermon, telling about 
Jesus and strongly urging all his listeners to save themselves from the evils of 
their nation. And those who believed Peter were baptized-about three thousand 
in all! 42 They joined with the other believers in regular attendance at the 
apostles' teaching sessions and at the Communion services and prayer 
meetings.  46 They worshiped together regularly at the Temple each day, met in 
small groups in homes for Communion, and shared their meals with great joy and 
thankfulness, 47 praising God. The whole city was favorable to them, and each 
day God added to them all who were being saved.  

It was a public demonstration and declaration of their faith.  They didn’t have a private 
conversion.  It was evident to everyone that their lives were changed which caused 
others to believe in the power of Jesus to save. It is also a powerful time for witnessing 
changed lives, and for telling our stories.   
 
Salvation can start as a private matter but as soon as you can, you need to publicly 
confess Christ.   We don’t sneak into the Kingdom of God.  Scripture requires that we 
boldly confess Him before others. 
 

Matt 10:32-33 NIV "Whoever acknowledges Me before men, I will also 
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns Me 
before men, I will disown him before My Father in heaven. 

 
 

III. When Should I be Water Baptized? 
 

You can receive Water Baptism as soon as possible after you have made the decision 
to follow Christ.  (Acts 9:18; Acts 16:14-15; 16:30-33) 
 
The Ethiopian Eunuch is a great example of someone who was baptized as soon as he 
believed. 
 

Acts 8:36-38 MSG As they continued down the road, they came to a stream of 
water. The eunuch said, "Here's water. Why can't I be baptized?" 38 He ordered 
the chariot to stop. They both went down to the water, and Philip baptized him on 
the spot. 

 
After you have trusted in Christ as your Savior and Lord, water baptism is kind of like 
your initiation into the Christian life and community. Hence, one of the first things you 
need to do as Christ’s follower is to be baptized. Don’t delay!  
 

 IV. How Should I be Baptized? 

The Scripture does not give us a complete description, however the Bible meaning of 
the word is to immerse or submerge and the following Scripture suggests the same. 



Matt 3:16 NKJV When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately 
from the water	; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a 
voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased."  

 

At EMBASSY CHURCH, we baptize people by immersion (dunking completely under 
water).   

 V. Should I be Baptized at EMBASSY CHURCH? 

The answer is yes, if you have not been baptized yet and: 

• You have received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. 
• You are ready to declare yourself as a follower of Christ. 
• You understand what God intended baptism to symbolize. 
• You desire to obey Jesus’ instruction about baptism. 
• You desire to identify with God’s people. 

 

 VI. How do I Prepare to be Baptized? 

We perform Water Baptisms at EMBASSY CHURCH on the first Sunday morning of 
every month as long as we have candidates signed up.  Sign up at the information desk 
as soon as you are ready and we will do our part to prepare for your water baptism. 

You will need: 

ü Two bath towels 
ü Baptism clothing:  A dark colored extra large t-shirt and dark shorts or knee 

length pants 
ü A blow dryer (if desired or necessary) 
ü To sit on the back row of church that day 
ü To go change into your Baptism clothing when the Baptism Ministry Director 

instructs you to change. 
ü To be careful not to slip where you are dripping water on the floor 

We will have a Baptism Certificate for you to receive when you are ready to go home. 

Since your baptism celebration happens only once in a lifetime, you may want to invite your 
friends and family to share your joy. Prayerfully consider inviting your un-churched family and 
friend since this is a great opportunity to hear and witness the Good News. A written invitation 
with directions is the best way to make sure they don’t miss this important event. 

 

 


