
 Lesson Three 

“The Promise of the Holy Spirit” 
Objective:  To provide a scriptural understanding of the promise of the Holy Spirit, Who 
He is, the benefits of receiving this Gift from God, and an opportunity to receive Him by 
the laying on of hands. 

I. Finding the Holy Spirit in Scripture 

a. The presence of the Holy Spirit is first seen in Scripture at                    .  

We only get to the second verse of the Bible before we are introduced to Him and see 
Him at work.   

Gen 1:1-2 AMP In the beginning God (prepared, formed, fashioned, and) created 
the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and an empty waste, 
and darkness was upon the face of the very great deep. The Spirit of God was 
moving (hovering, brooding) over the face of the waters. 

The Spirit of God was there moving, arranging, watching over the earth and filling it with 
His presence.  

b. This Scripture gives us a clear and                                 understanding of 
His work in our lives. 

Brood: To cover and warm eggs as the young inside develop. (Luke 13:34; Psalm 91:1-
16)  

Ps 91:1-4 MSG You who sit down in the High God's presence, spend the night in 
Shaddai's shadow, 2 Say this: "God, you're my refuge. I trust in you and I'm 
safe!" 3 That's right — he rescues you from hidden traps, shields you from 
deadly hazards. 4 His huge outstretched arms protect you — under them you're 
perfectly safe; his arms fend off all harm.  

c. Throughout Scripture in the Old Testament we see that the Holy Spirit 
came upon certain people for a certain time to empower them for a certain    
______________.  

(Gen 41:38 Joseph: for deliverance of a Nation; Ex 31:3-5 Bezalel: for the building of 
the Tabernacle; 2 Chr 24:20 Zechariah: to speak to His people; Daniel 5:14 Daniel: 
wisdom, understanding, excellent wisdom, dream interpretation to let a king know the 
will and wisdom of God. Judges 13:24-25 Samson)  

II. The Promise of the Holy Spirit.  



a. Through the prophet Joel, God makes a promise to pour out His Spirit on              
____________________. 

Joel 2:28-29 NKJV "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My 
Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men 
shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My 
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.  

 b.                                  promises to send the Holy Spirit to His disciples. 

John 14:16-18 NKJV And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may abide with you forever —   17 the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know 
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.  18 I will not leave you orphans; I 
will come to you. 

c. Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist announced the                               of the 
Holy Spirit and fire. (John the Baptist: Luke 1:13-17 & 41) 

Matt 3:11 NIV & MSG "I baptize you with water for repentance (MSG turning 
your old life in for a kingdom life) But after me will come one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. 

MSG He will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire within you, the Holy Spirit 
within you, changing you from the inside out. 

III. The purposes of the Holy Spirit in our lives 

 a. He gives us power to stand against satanic                                      . 

Mark 1:9-10 NKJV It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And immediately, coming 
up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon 
Him like a dove. 

Luke 4:1-2 NKJV Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 being tempted for forty 
days by the devil.  (Luke 4:2-13) 

b. He helps us to                                          the Word of God when we need it. 

John 14:26 NKJV But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things 
that I said to you.  

 C. He                                  us for effective ministry and sharing Jesus. 



Luke 4:14-15 NKJV Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, 
and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region. 15 And He taught 
in their synagogues, being glorified by all.  

Acts 1:8 NKJV But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  

Receiving the power of the Holy Spirit was so critical for them to be effective in 
preaching the Gospel that Jesus commanded them to wait until they had received Him 
before going into all the world to preach the Gospel. 

Luke 24:49 MSG What comes next is very important: I am sending what my 
Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until he arrives, until you're 
equipped with power from on high."  

Acts 1:4-6 NKJV And being assembled together with them, He commanded 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, 
"which," He said, "you have heard from Me;  5 for John truly baptized with water, 
but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  

Baptized: To immerse, submerge; to make overwhelmed 

The first baptism was a baptism of repentance declaring our salvation in the death, 
burial and resurrection of Christ. The second baptism is a spiritual baptism of power. 

d. He helps us live our daily                                     . 

John 16:7 NKJV It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 

Helper:  “Parakletos” – One called alongside to help.   

Jesus also calls Him our Comforter, Teacher, and Guide…  (John 14:16 KJV; John 
14:26; John 16:13-15) 

e. He                                       us of sin. 

John 16:8 NKJV And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin 

Notice that it says that He convicts us of sin.  He never comes to condemn.  
Condemnation means there is no hope.  Conviction points us to hope because 
forgiveness and repentance is always available to us. He always points us back to hope 
never to condemnation. 

 f. He brings supernatural                            to our lives and ministry. 

Acts 10:38 NKJV how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with Him.  



Mark 16:17-18 NKJV And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name 
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;  18 they will take 
up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."  

IV. The Supernatural Sign of Speaking with New Tongues 

Jesus said that a “sign” that would mark those who believe in Him, was speaking with 
new tongues.  It would be an accompanying sign that a person was a believer and had 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit.   

a. The Holy Spirit was                                      just like had been promised. 

Acts 2:1-4 NIV When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to 
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 
as the Spirit enabled them.  

b. Speaking in tongues was the supernatural                         that they had 
received the Holy Spirit. 

Speaking in tongues is not weird, crazy or fanatical. It is a supernatural sign and power 
from God for believers. There are two types of speaking in tongues.  The first is a 
private prayer language, where our spirits pray directly to God.  We do not understand 
what we are saying, however God understands every word and our spirits are built up. 

1 Cor 14:2 MSG If you praise him in the private language of tongues, God 
understands you but no one else does, for you are sharing intimacies just 
between you and him. 

Jude 20 NKJV But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Spirit 

The second type of speaking in tongues is where God is speaking to us.  He will move 
on a person with the “gift of tongues” and speak a word to the church.  This type of 
tongues must be followed with an interpretation.  It will be a word to encourage and 
warn the church or will confirm something God has already said.  Any word from God 
MUST always line up with His Word (the Bible). That’s how we can judge it to be from 
Him or not.  We will study this supernatural form of tongues in Leadership Development. 

For now, let’s focus on the first type of speaking in tongues.  This is the type that 
personally edifies (builds up) the believer. (Your natural mind does not understand but 
your spirit is running over!) 

c. The Holy Spirit helps us to pray more effectively, especially when we 
don’t                                               to pray in a particular situation. 



Rom 8:26-28 NKJV And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, 
we don't know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with 
groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all 
hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in 
harmony with God's own will. 

Eph 3:20 NKJV Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us… 

V.  Receiving the Holy Spirit 

c. Receiving the Holy Spirit is for                                     . 

Acts 2:38-39 NKJV Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will call."  

 d. We receive the promise of the Holy Spirit through                          . 

Faith comes to us to receive the promises of God as we hear the truth spoken to us. 
(Romans 10:17)  Through faith, we receive the Holy Spirit. (Gal 3:13) 

Acts 10:44-46 NKJV While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision who 
believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them 
speak with tongues and magnify God. 

Acts 19:1-7 NKJV And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, 
having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some 
disciples 2 he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" 
So they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy 
Spirit." 3 And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, 
"Into John's baptism." 4 Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of 
repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus."  5 When they heard this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve in all.  

e. As soon as you have heard the Word and believe that this gift is for you,  
______________ God to fill you with the Holy Spirit. 

John 7:37-39 NKJV On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  38 He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water."  39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him 



would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.  

Luke 11:9-13 NKJV "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  11 If 
a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if 
he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  12 Or if he asks 
for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  13 If you then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"  

f. Many times in Scripture, the Holy Spirit is received by the laying on of  
___________ from a person already baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

Acts 19:6 NKJV And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 
upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 

g. By faith,                                    to speak with tongues. 

Acts 2:4 NKJV And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

Remember, you are doing the speaking but the Holy Spirit is supplying the syllables and 
words.  You start by faith and the Holy Spirit will begin to flow out of your innermost 
being with words that you don’t understand with your mind.  This is an easy area to get 
confused and stuck because you always think about what you are about to say and it 
has understanding and meaning to you.  These are spiritual words formed by the Holy 
Spirit that you allow to come out of your mouth by using your vocal chords and your 
tongue in the way that you normally supply sound to your own words.   

Many times, you will feel a wonderful release of worship and joy.  Peace that passes 
understanding and joy unspeakable will flood your innermost being and flow out in this 
new language.  You will have a sense of the presence of God.  Scriptures will make 
more sense to you.  He will open up your eyes in a way that you have never 
experienced.    

h. Don’t allow the enemy to                             you about what you received. 

At any time if you begin to feel confused about what you received, go back and read 
through this lesson to build your faith.  Also, you should pray in tongues as often as you 
can.  Remember, that others will not understand what you are saying.  In order to not 
bring confusion to unbelievers, use your prayer language in private or only when you 
are in a group of believers who are also filled. 

1 Cor 14:33 NKJV For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all 
the churches of the saints.  



1 Cor 14:18-19 NKJV I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 19 
yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I 
may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

In the early church, people were so excited about speaking in tongues that that’s all 
they wanted to do.  It caused confusion.  So we have to use wisdom when we use this 
precious gift.  

 

 

 

 


