
Lesson Seven 
 

"Seeking To Serve" 
 
Objective:  To provide the Scriptural foundation and motivation for serving God in 
the local church. 
 
 
I. The Church 
 
 a. Church:                                              ones. (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
  

MSG But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly 
work, chosen to be a holy people, God's instruments to do his work and speak 
out for him, to tell others of the night-and-day difference he made for you —   10 
from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted. 

 
b. The church                                                   to Jesus. 

  
Matt 16:18 NKJV And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
 
Ps 127:1 NKJV Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build 
it… 

 
The church belongs to Jesus by                                             . 

 
The church belongs to pastors and leaders by                                        . 
 
The church belongs to members by                                            . 

 
  c. The church is the                                of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:27) 

 
MSG You are Christ's body — that's who you are! You must never forget this. 
Only as you accept your part of that body does your "part" mean anything. 

  
d. God                          the members where He desires. 

 
1 Cor 12:18 NKJV But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the 
body just as He pleased. 

 
Just as God composed and created our bodies, He also composes the church “body”.  



You are not here by accident or coincidence. God chose to set you here to become 
spiritually mature, to serve and to flourish. We call it our set place. 
 

John 15:16 Amp You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and I have 
appointed you [I have planted you], that you might go and bear fruit and keep on 
bearing, and that your fruit may be lasting [that it may remain, abide] 

 
 Psalm 1:1-3; Psalm 92:13-14 
 
 e. The church is critical for spiritual                                and accountability. 
 
God never meant for anyone to be an island unto themselves.  We need one another.  
God has made deposits in others that we need to receive from to become and stay 
strong in the Lord.  We all have different gifts and talents and each needs what the 
others have just like our bodies need each part.  Our bodies are most effective when 
every part works (Amen!) Every part is important and every part depends on the others 
because they all have different functions in the body.  
 

1 Cor. 12:12-26 MSG You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by 
looking no further than your own body. Your body has many parts — limbs, 
organs, cells — but no matter how many parts you can name, you're still one 
body. It's exactly the same with Christ. 13 By means of his one Spirit, we all said 
good-bye to our partial and piecemeal lives. We each used to independently call 
our own shots, but then we entered into a large and integrated life in which he 
has the final say in everything. (This is what we proclaimed in word and action 
when we were baptized.) Each of us is now a part of his resurrection body, 
refreshed and sustained at one fountain — his Spirit — where we all come to 
drink. The old labels we once used to identify ourselves — labels like Jew or 
Greek, slave or free — are no longer useful. We need something larger, more 
comprehensive. 14 I want you to think about how all this makes you more 
significant, not less. A body isn't just a single part blown up into something huge. 
It's all the different-but-similar parts arranged and functioning together. 15 If Foot 
said, "I'm not elegant like Hand, embellished with rings; I guess I don't belong to 
this body," would that make it so? 16 If Ear said, "I'm not beautiful like Eye, limpid 
and expressive; I don't deserve a place on the head," would you want to remove 
it from the body? 17 If the body was all eye, how could it hear? If all ear, how 
could it smell? 18 As it is, we see that God has carefully placed each part of the 
body right where he wanted it. 19 But I also want you to think about how this 
keeps your significance from getting blown up into self-importance. For no matter 
how significant you are, it is only because of what you are a part of. An enormous 
eye or a gigantic hand wouldn't be a body, but a monster. 20 What we have is 
one body with many parts, each its proper size and in its proper place. No part is 
important on its own. 21 Can you imagine Eye telling Hand, "Get lost; I don't 
need you"? Or, Head telling Foot, "You're fired; your job has been phased out"? 
22 As a matter of fact, in practice it works the other way — the "lower" the part, 
the more basic, and therefore necessary. You can live without an eye, for 



instance, but not without a stomach. 23 When it's a part of your own body you 
are concerned with, it makes no difference whether the part is visible or clothed, 
higher or lower. You give it dignity and honor just as it is, without comparisons. 
24 If anything, you have more concern for the lower parts than the higher. If you 
had to choose, wouldn't you prefer good digestion to full-bodied hair?  
25 The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives 
together as a church: every part dependent on every other part, the parts we 
mention and the parts we don't, 26 the parts we see and the parts we don't. If 
one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one 
part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance.  

 
 f. God gives us                             and ministers to equip us for serving Him. 
 

Eph 4:11-16 NKJV And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till 
we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we 
should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him 
who is the head — Christ —  16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by 
which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying 
of itself in love.  

 
g. When we all do our part, the church                                . 

 
  h. Serving h. Serving othersothers  is one of the fiveis one of the five  main main purposespurposes  ofof  Embassy ChurchEmbassy Church..  
  

We Love God through We Love God through WorshipWorship  
We Love others through We Love others through FellowshipFellowship  
We purpose to become ChristWe purpose to become Christ--like in like in MaturityMaturity  
We serve others through We serve others through MinistryMinistry  

                    We rescue lives with our We rescue lives with our MissionMission  to share Himto share Him  
 
Moving from a “casual attender” to being “committed to serving” others is not only our 
mission statement but it’s the will of God for your life.  You have a ministry!  That 
ministry is known as the “golden rule” –  
 

Gal 5:13-14 NKJV but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is 
fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 



                               
 
 
II. Living According to Purpose Brings Fulfillment 
 

a. God created us on purpose for                                         . 
 
Eph 2:10 NKJV For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  
 

AMP For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ 
Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined 
(planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], 
that we should walk in them [living the good life which He prearranged and made 
ready for us to live]. 

 
Jeremiah 1:4-7; Jeremiah 20:9 – God created us all with a purpose in mind. You have a 
destiny in God.  You are destined to know Him.  You are destined  to fulfill His plan and 
purpose for  your life. It requires commitment and sometimes sacrifice but also 
brings us great fulfillment to live out His intended purpose for our lives.  
 
(Sacrificially serving the Kingdom of God releases the supernatural power of God 
1 Kings 17:5-16)  
 



Job 36:11 NKJV If they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in 
prosperity, and their years in pleasures.  

  
 b. God is                                        when we do good works. 
 

Matthew 5:16 AMP Let your light so shine before men that they may see your 
moral excellence and your praiseworthy, noble, and good deeds and 

recognize and honor and praise and glorify your Father Who is in heaven. 
 

c. Our serving is done from our                                           as if we are doing 
it for Jesus, Himself. 

 
Col 3:23-24 NKJV And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to 
men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 

 
 d. We should seek to operate in                                as we serve. (Psalm 16:3) 
 
We should be excellent in our manner of serving but also in our attitudes. An excellent 
attitude goes much farther than excellent gifts. What difference does it make if you are 
anointed with amazing abilities if you have a less than cheerful attitude about sharing it? 
We don’t “got to” – We “GET TO!”  It’s a tremendous privilege to GET  to serve Jesus.  
Paul Calls it the “more excellent way.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-7) 
 

1 Cor 13:3-8 MSG  I'm bankrupt without love. 4 Love never gives up. Love cares 
more for others than for self. Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. Love 
doesn't strut, Doesn't have a swelled head, 5 Doesn't force itself on others, Isn't 
always "me first, "Doesn't fly off the handle, Doesn't keep score of the sins of 
others, 6 Doesn't revel when others grovel, Takes pleasure in the flowering of 
truth, 7 Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. 8 Love never dies.  

 
III. We Follow Jesus’ Footsteps in Serving 
 
 a. Jesus came to                                  . 
 

Matt 20:28 NKJV the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many."  

 
Luke 22:24-27 NKJV  Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them 
should be considered the greatest.  And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles 
exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called 
'benefactors.'  But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let 
him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.  For who is greater, he 
who sits at the table, or he who serves?  Is it not he who sits at the table?  Yet I am 
among you as the One who serves." 

 



 
 
John 13:3-5  NKJV Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, 
and that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside 
His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.  After that, He poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He 
was girded. 

 
John 13:12-15  NKJV So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat 
down again, He said to them,  "Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me 
Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.  If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an 
example, that you should do as I have done to you." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


