
Lesson Nine 
 

“Developing Your Faith – Part One” 
 
Objective: To provide a proper understanding of the importance of walking by 
faith and how to function in the principles and components of faith which cause 
us to maximize life.   
 
I. Understanding the Importance of Faith 
 
 1.  The                                              of Faith 
 
In the context of this lesson, faith is a spiritual principle that taps into the creative 
power of God, whereby man can transform conditions, circumstances, and situations in 
the natural realm over which man has been given authority. (Mark 11:22-25) 
  
 2.  Believers must be                                       in faith.   
 
We are tri-part beings (spirit, soul and body – I am a spirit, I have a soul and I live in a 
body – 1 Thessalonians 5:23).  With our bodies we make contact with the natural 
realm around us; with our soul we contact the intellectual realm; and with our spirit we 
are able to contact the spiritual realm which is invisible, yet is also all around us.  
 

John 3:5-6 NKJV Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  6 That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

 
Heb 11:1 NKJV Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 
 
AMP Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things 
[we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their 
reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses]. 

 
We used operated in saving faith at salvation. We heard, believed, confessed and 
received.  
 

Rom 10:9-11 NKJV that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.  
 



Eph 2:8 NKJV For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God… 

 
 Rom 12:3 NKJV …as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 
 
We used the measure of faith given to everyone at salvation but faith must be 
developed in order to operate in the systematic faith that brings the promises of 
God to pass in our lives. (Luke 17:5-6 and Mark 11:22-24). 
 
 

3. The                                 of God are received by faith. (Matthew 9:20-22; 
Matthew 9:27-30; Mark 10:51-52)  

 
Gal 3:13-14 NKJV Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having 
become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 
tree"), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ 
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  

 
In my Catholic up-bringing, I did not know that there were promises of God to receive! I 
thought that whatever happened in life – just happened and my job was just to stay 
good enough to get into heaven someday – maybe! I had no idea that God wanted to 
bless my life by me being a faith partner with Him in bringing His promises to pass in the 
earth. 
 
The will of God is not automatic. God’s will in His Word is that all men would be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, however we know that all men will not 
choose to believe and be saved but some will choose not to believed and will be 
condemned. (1 Tim 2:3-4 & Mark 16:15-16) God chooses to partner in faith with 
mankind to bring His will to pass in the earth realm where he has given mankind 
dominion and authority.  
 
 4. The just shall                                by faith.  
 

Rom 1:17 NKJV For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; 
as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 

 
 5. Without faith, it is impossible to                                 God. 
 

Heb 11:6 NKJV But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him.  

 
6. Faith is necessary to                                         the challenges of life. 
(Psalm 34:19; John 16:33) 

 
1 John 5:4 NKJV For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is 



the victory that has overcome the world — our faith.  
 
 
II. Functioning in the Faith Process 
 

1. For every principle, promise and prophecy, there is a                               
_____________        ____________________ to bring it to pass.  

 
Faith is not an event but a process. With a clear understanding of how to function in 
faith, you will be able to apply the faith process across the entire spectrum of your life.   
When you have an understanding, you can make application. Here is where we will 
begin to understand the components of the faith process. 
 
The Components of the Faith Process: 
 
 COMPONENT 1.                               according to His will. 
 

Matt 7:7-11 NKJV "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you.  8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  9 Or what man is there 
among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  10 Or if he asks 
for a fish, will he give him a serpent?  11 If you then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to those who ask Him! 

 
1 John 5:14-15 NKJV Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we 
ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He 
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have 
asked of Him.  
 
a. HIS WILL IS HIS ___________________.   

 
John 15:7 MSG But if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are 
at home in you, you can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and 
acted upon. 
 
b. Ask the Father, in the                                of Jesus. 

  
John 16:23-24 NKJV "And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I 
say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  24 Until 
now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy 
may be full.  
 

Examples: Jabez 1 Chronicles 4:9-10; Elkanah/Hannah/Peninnah 1 Sam. 1:2-20 & 2:5; 
Matthew 6:1 
 



 
c. Ask in faith without                                     . 

 
James 1:5-8 NKJV If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives 
to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him 
ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven 
and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  
 
 AMP v-8- For being as he is] a man of two minds (hesitating, dubious, 
irresolute), [he is] unstable and unreliable and uncertain about everything [he 
thinks, feels, decides]. 

 
 COMPONENT 2:                                             . 
 

Mark 9:23 NKJV Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to 
him who believes."  

 
Part of the root word for believe is to “to trust”.  Believing is just fully trusting God to do 
what He says He will do with simple child like faith. Children have no problem believing 
whatever you tell them because their faith is not cluttered with the knowledge of what’s 
NOT possible. (Santa Clause – Easter Bunny) 

 
Luke 18:17 NKJV Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it."  

 
Believing is to accept something as being factual.  It is always a function of the human 
will. Therefore, you are in control of whether you will believe something or not, whether 
you will accept something as factual or not.  (John 20:24-29)  Thomas set the criteria for 
his ability to believe.  Jesus said that those who believe without seeing are blessed.  Set 
the criteria for your believing to the fact that God said it and that settles it~!  
 
When we pray, our spirits are contacting the unseen (invisible) spirit realm FROM the 
natural sense realm. The invisible realm is more real than the visible realm that we see.  
This calls for a shift in our thinking since this is not how we are trained to think.  The 
visible realm is dependent upon the invisible realm – not the other way around.   
(Hebrews 11:3)                                          
 

2 Cor 4:18 NKJV …while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.  
 
Heb 11:3 NKJV By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are 
visible.  
Heb 11:1-2 NKJV Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 



things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.  
 

Rom 10:17 NKJV So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.  

 
So since you can’t have faith apart from the word, that makes faith and the Word 
somewhat synonymous.  Therefore, Hebrews 11:1 could read like this:  “The Word of 
God is the substance of things hoped for and the Word of God is the evidence of 
things not seen.” 
 
For every situation, there is God’s perspective (spiritual) and man’s perspective 
(natural). Faith is the choice to look at things from God’s perspective.  
 

Mark 11:22-24 NKJV So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God.  
23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and 
be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those 
things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.  24 Therefore I say to 
you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and 
you will have them.  
 
TO BE CONTINUED…  : ) 

 
 
 


